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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To detect the direction of the sun highly 
sensitively by detecting 

the state of the shade of a columnar member with three or 
more photosensors 

which are arranged around one end of the member. 

CONSTITUTION: At least three or more photosensors 5 are 
arranged around a 

columnar member 4 whose cross section is a circle of 
polyhedron. When the 

direction of the sun is extremely different from the 
columnar member 4, the 

shade of the columnar member 4 is projected on any or more 
of the photosensors 

5, and the direction of the sun can be discriminated based 
on the difference in 

outputs of the photosensors 5 . The normalized output 
wherein the effect of the 

quantity of solar radiation of the sun is subtracted is 
obtained by dividing 

the output difference between the sensors by the output of 
a refer ence 
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photosensor. Thus the direction of the sun can be detected 

at a constant 

sensitivity. 
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